
Ohio)  to suspend in-
person worship to show 
love and concern for one 
another. We want to get 
your input on safety 
precautions before we 
move forward. The 
survey is included in this 
newsletter.  
 
In the meantime, Sunday 
mornings will be a bit 
different than they have 
been throughout our time 
apart. I will be leading 
worship at Trinity. 
Trinity has prepared a list 
of precautions they will 
take that works for them. 
Kris and Lois Howell of 
the worship and praise 
team will be doing the 
singing. People in the 
pews will be physically 
distant from one another 
and wearing masks. 
Communion will be 
served via communion 
wafers and safely spaced 
individual cups of wine 
which the members will 
pick up out of the trays 
themselves without 
touching nearby cups. A 
worship video will be 
distributed and posted on 
the Facebook pages some 
time on the Sunday 

who have indoor singing 
have limited singing to the 
church organist with a 
soloist or a two-person 
ensemble. At least one 
WACOCA-member 
congregation is already 
worshiping and singing 
outdoors where it is safer to 
do so when people are 
spread out. People in the 
pews are also wearing 
masks where indoor 
worship is occurring. One 
congregation in our area is 
still just beginning to meet 
to determine a safe time to 
return to in-person worship. 
This newer information 
forced the council to re-
evaluate our original plans 
to return to in-person 
worship, Saint John’s 
council has decided to wait 
to resume in-person worship 
until we survey the 
members of the 
congregation. We want a 
common set of precautions 
everyone is willing to take. 
We are sorry. It is 
disappointing not to be able 
to resume in-person 
worship. Everyone’s safety 
is our primary concern. It is 
important to remember we 
decided (along with most 
congregations throughout 
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St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love God and one another, serve 
others and share God’s word.  We do these things by God’s Grace that comes 

through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ 

Sunday Morning Worship at 
9AM 

Sunday school  
 10:15AM 

Choir Practice on Mondays 
7PM (Sept-May) 

“How long, Oh Lord” 

FROM PASTOR KEVIN 

That question, echoed 
throughout the Psalms of 
lament, is a question I am 
sure is on many of your lips. 
It’s certainly on mine.  
 
Since the time Saint John 
council last met on May 13th 
and made the initial decision 
to resume worship, the goal 
posts moved on what would 
be considered safe procedure 
for congregational singing. 
We had a written list of 
safety precautions to take 
before starting worship that 
the synod provided at that 
meeting. Soon after that list 
was prepared, more concern 
over the safety of indoor 
singing by congregations was 
discussed by Bishop 
Dillahunt and other synod 
staff and a doctor of 
pharmacy who is a member 
of a congregation in our 
synod on the synod Zoom 
meetings with pastors. Please 
understand, our ELCA synod 
is not alone with concerns 
regarding the safety of indoor 
singing. At the recent 
WACOCA meeting, I 
learned that other 
congregations in our area are 
also taking precautions about 
singing. The congregations 

mailto:stjohningomar@swohio.twcbc.com


afternoons (or evenings) after I 
have been able to tweak the 
audio and video and upload 
them to YouTube. Members of 
Saint John who would like to 
attend worship at Trinity are 
welcome to come. Worship at 
Trinity begins at 11 am. Please 
bring a mask if you have one. 
Otherwise, masks will be 
provided at the entrance.  
 
To learn more about the 
concerns over indoor singing 
in worship, I am posting the 
video of the most recent Zoom 
call Bishop Dillahunt had with 
leaders in the synod on our 
Facebook page. God bless you 
all. I miss seeing all of your 
faces. Hopefully, it won’t be 
too much longer. 
 
Your fellow servant of Christ. 
Pastor Kevin 
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 FROM THE ELCA 

The video will be available to view and 
download on May 31 at YouTube.com/

ELCA and Vimeo.com/ELCA. Please 
refrain from sharing the recording on 

social media before June 7. 

GLOBAL COMPANION PRAYER 
SERVICE 

May 31, 2020 at noon 

The world has been shaken by the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Everyone, everywhere, is 

impacted by the disease.  There are 
lockdowns and shelter-at-home policies in 
many countries.  People are showing signs 

of anxiety, frustration and distress.  To 
whom do we turn?  

This prayer service will intervene.  
Together, we will recognize the anxiety in 

the world that stresses our relationships and 
call for God’s hope, 
comfort, peace and 
solace to be with 
Christ’s people 

through these long 
and difficult days. 

Service is on ZOOM platform (use password 982124) 
A pdf of the service will be available on the St. John 

website following the service. 

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. 
Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss 
one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. 
Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a 
laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a 
Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at 
Valparaiso University.  

 

You are invited to visit the website www.agnusday.org each 
week to see the latest entry, browse the archives, learn more 
about the author, or sign up for weekly emails. Bookmark the 
webpage on your smart device and visit their Facebook page.  
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Vulnerable communities are defenseless against COVID-19 

MORE FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF HAS A NEW LOGO! 

For 75 years, you and your parents and grandparents 
— making up such a great cloud of witnesses 
(Hebrews 12:1) — have been a light in the deepest 
darkness for those that have the very least. To 
commemorate 75 years of helping those who have 
the very least, and to reflect our expanding work 
around the world, Lutheran World Relief has a 
dynamic new logo. 

 
The new symbol for Lutheran World Relief is three 
interlocking rings. The colorful, bright design is 

inspired by our promise to 
you that, together, we put 
our belief in God into 
action to create lasting, 
lifesaving impact.  

We share this new symbol 

with the other change-making organizations in 
our family: Corus International, IMA World 
Health, Ground Up Investing and Charlie 
Goldsmith Associates. Lutheran World Relief 
joined forces with IMA World Health and 
founded Corus International. We did this to 
unleash more partnership, more fellowship and 
more energy, so, together, we can answer the 
call to serve more powerfully and effectively. 
 
While our logo may have changed, our roots in 
Lutheran values have not. Together, we 
continue to respond to God’s call to be the 
Body of Christ in the world, reaching further, 
staying longer, standing faithfully alongside 
our neighbors in need. 
We are deeply grateful for your partnership in 
this ministry. We will persist until your love 
reaches every neighbor. 

Disease Control and 
Prevention now says cloth 
face masks, along with 
hand washing and social 
distancing may help reduce 
transmission.   

 
We need your help to sew 
cloth face masks to help us 
reach men, women and 
children in vulnerable 
communities. 

 
After all, Lutheran World 
Relief was founded 75 
years ago to help neighbors 
around the globe who were 
suffering during World War 
II.  What will be our 
generation’s legacy during 
this time of crisis?   

Reach neighbors in need 
without leaving home. The 
masks you sew in your 
living room will provide 
love and protection to a 
neighbor in need halfway 
around the world. Our 
generous community 
reached our first goal 
of 75,000 masks in record 
time. Let's make 75,000 
More! 

 

Many people in developing 
countries don’t have the 
option of social distancing 
or frequent handwashing to 
slow the spread of COVID-
19. The U.S. Centers for 

Please send your face masks as soon as 
possible so we can start shipping. We 
hope to have all masks before October 
1, 2020, though we plan to continue to 
accept masks after the deadline. 

 

Cloth face masks will be distributed 
with upcoming international shipments 
of personal care kits already 

Continued.. 

https://corusinternational.org/
https://imaworldhealth.org/
https://imaworldhealth.org/
https://lwr.org/ground-investing-llc
https://charliegoldsmithassociates.co.uk/
https://charliegoldsmithassociates.co.uk/
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scheduled for summer and fall. Face masks will be distributed to individuals in vulnerable 
communities and are not intended to be a replacement for medical grade personal protective 
equipment. 

 

When constructing your masks, please use tightly woven cotton fabric, pins, and bias tape, elastic or 
cotton fabric for the ties. Please avoid fabric with religious or patriotic symbols, because we ship to 
many different countries.  The ties and/or elastic should be permanently affixed to the mask.  No loose 
hair ties, please.  The masks should cover both the nose and mouth. 

 

Please bundle your masks in groups of 25, put your bundles in a box and write “MASKS” on the 
package. Then ship directly to one of our warehouses: 

Maryland                                               
Lutheran World Relief 
601 Main Street 
PO Box 188 
New Windsor, MD 21776 
410-635-8795 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota 
Lutheran World Relief 
398 East Richmond Street 
South St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-457-9009 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Sunday, June 7, 2020  

First Sunday after Pentecost 

Year A  

Living in the community of the 
Trinity 

First Reading 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

Psalm 

Psalm 8 

Second Reading 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Gospel 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Year A  

The cost of discipleship 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 20:7-13  

Psalm 

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 
Second Reading 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Gospel 

Matthew 10:24-39  
 

Sunday, June 28, 2020  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Year A  

Welcome Christ in those he 
sends 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 28:5-9  

Psalm 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  

Second Reading 

Romans 6:12-23  

Gospel 

Matthew 10:40-42  

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020  

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Year A  

The sending of the Twelve 

First Reading 

Exodus 19:2-8a 

Psalm 

Psalm 100  

Second Reading 

Romans 5:1-8  
Gospel 
Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23]  

The WACOCA Fourth of July service will be 

held on Sunday, July 5th at Peace Park , next 

to Salem beginning at 10:00 am.  Please 

bring your own lawn chairs.  Pastor Mearl 

Hodges from  St. John Church will be 

preaching. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-6-28/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-6-14/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-6-14/0#
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UPDATES FROM LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Saturday, June 20th, 7-9pm 
Ohio’s Nature Here and There 

This is a power point presentation on many 
of the beautiful natural places in our own 
state. Tom Hissong is presenting!  If you 
have not had the opportunity to hear this 
incredible speaker, please come out to 
Garber Nature Center for this evening 
presentation.  It will inspire you to get 

outside and observe the beauty around us.  
Also, learn how to be engaged in protecting 

these natural sites for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Saturday, June 27th, 7-9pm 
Magnificent Music & a Summer Sunset 
Eric Loy returns to the Garber Pavilion to 

perform his own incredible compositions on 
acoustical guitars.  Earl Pittman, an 

outstanding life-long vocalist, will open our 
musical evening with some oldie, goldie 

melodies you may recognize.  Bring your own 
lawn chair.  

United Way of the Greater 
Dayton Area (UWGDA) is 
excited to launch the Preble 
County Imagination Library 
program! 

 

The Preble County Imagination 
Library will mail a free, age 
appropriate book to enrolled 
children within Preble County each 
month. All children under five 
years old will be eligible for the 
program, regardless of 
socioeconomic status. 
 

Those who are interested in 
sponsoring a child can do so for 
$25 per year. Other charitable 
contributions to the program can be 
made to The Dayton Foundation via 
cash or check, noting Fund #1647, 
sent to Alexa Joyce at 225 N. Baron 
St. Eaton, OH 45320. 

Parents interested in enrolling 
their children into the program 
can do so at 
www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/
enroll. 

 

This program would not be 
possible without our partnership 
with the Preble County District 
Library and The Dayton 
Foundation, among other vital 
supporters and donors, as well as 
generous support from the Henny 
Penny Corporation and other local 
businesses, organizations and 
individuals.  

 
Thank you to all those who helped 
get this program off the ground! 
 

Since March 20th, PCIL has 

raised $39,270 and has 
received 468 enrollments 
(roughly 18% of eligible 
children). We'd also like to 
thank Vectren for their 
generous donation to the 
program, helping us continue 
providing a new book to 
enrolled children each and 
every month.  
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WACOCA 

ST. JOHN CHURCH 
Join Claudia Hurst Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings at https://www.facebook.com/
StJohnWestAlex/ 

 at 6:30 am for #coffeewithClaudia.   
Allow the word of God to speak to you on HIS 
promises relating to such issues as acceptance, 
anxiety, change, contentment, fear, loneliness, 

hope, protection. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED 

Social Distancing/
Open House 

Baby Shower for 
Brooklyn Webb 
Sunday, June 14 

2-5pm, in St. 
John's Fellowship 

hall  
 

Hi Everyone!! I wanted to let you all 
know you are welcome to join us for 
Brooklyn's Baby Shower. To have an 
idea of how Brooklyn’s shower will be, 
we decided to make this more of an open 
house! You can come and go as you 
please! We will have games, of course, 
but you will do them on your own, or 

 

WE REMEMBER 
Judy Hall-
Cole’s aunt, 
Jeanette Hall-
Rookstool-
Perkins, was 
peacefully 
called home 
to the Lord 

on May 16, 2020, at age 94, 
Her faith in God prepared her 
spiritually and provided her 
with a calm serenity in her 
final months.  
While Jeanette wasn’t a 

member at St. John, she felt 
connected to the church and 
the people.  Jeanette 
received our newsletter 
every month and would 
always comment on church 
Facebook posts.  She 
generously paid for the 
blinds that were installed in 
the Parish Hall in 2012. 

 
Judy would like to make a 
donation to the church in 
honor of Jeanette.  If you 

have any suggestions on 
something specific that the 
church needs, please  
Inform a current council 
member so it can be discussed 
at the June council  meeting. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

with a friend, and we will contact 
winners after the shower and 
deliver prizes to the winners! The 
first Prize Winning Opportunity is 
if you being a package of diapers, 
any size, you will be entered to 
win a prize! Brooklyn will open 
gifts when you come so you can 
see her open your gift!! We will 
have cupcakes, a few snacks, and 
great fun! We know that these are 
different times so we wanted to 
celebrate but still do it where 
everyone would be comfortable! 
Wear your mask if you like!! We 
can’t wait to celebrate with you!   

 

 

THANK YOU 

To All My Special Friends, 
Miss you so much.  Thanks 
to all that have called, sent 
cards, are on Facebook, it 

makes the days better. 

Enjoy joining you at 
“church” again on 

“Facebook.” 

 

Love you all, 

Reenie 
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MEMBERS IN OUR PRAYERS 

Mary Buettner Don Degler 

Jan Spitler Marna Beneke 

Buster Eby Bob Combs 

Janet Ferguson Catherine Dafler 

Cleo Eby Reenie Halsey 

 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR MEMBERS 

Jackie Metz Andy Eck 

Janet Cornett Melinda Studebaker 

Beverly Crowell Judy Moore 

Sandy Studebaker Jane Seim 

Chris Hansen Teddy Baker 

Janet Hardin Jane Peters 

Tom Schamel John Matteucci 

Linda Parks Elizabeth Swingler 

Bob Bullock Cynthia Foster 

Eric Walker Macy Jaeggi 

Joe Combs Sue Miller 

Donna Bellar John Graham 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE 

SUFFERED A LOSS 

Family & Friends of Lori Lindloff 

Family & Friends of Jeanette Perkins 

 

MISSIONARIES 

Jon & Michelle Voge and family 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

6/10:  Church Council, 7pm 

6/11:  WELCA, 7pm 

6/14:  Baby Shower, 2-5pm 

6/27:  Event in Parish Hall, 12-5pm 
 

 

Proper social distancing methods will be in 
place for meetings and activities. 

 

SURVEY 

Please take the time to fill out 

and mail back the brief survey 

enclosed with this newsletter 

regarding return to in-person 

worship.  Your feedback is 

important! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 

Council Meeting:  February 12, 2020 

Presented: May 13, 2020 

Present:  Steve Dafler, Al Souleyrette, Mandy 
Arnett, Mut Buettner, Melissa Collins, Paula 
Schiml, and Nancy Wright  

Absent: Stephanie Cotterman (on speakerphone) 

Others Present:  Erin Utsinger, Secretary and 
Pastor Kevin Scheuller  

 

Steve called the meeting to order. 

 

Pastor Kevin gives a devotional. 

 

Minutes: Nancy motioned to accept the minutes, 
Al seconded, m/c. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The January 2020 
financial report was reviewed.  Al noted that the 
Ameriprise figure has jumped to $293,600 from 
the $289,820.60 on the January report. Al 
motioned to accept the amended reports, Paula 
seconded m/c. 
 

WORK REPORTS: 

Sleep Mat: November 2019 report reviewed. 

WELCA:  November & December 2019 reports 
reviewed. 

Worship & Music: No report 

Outreach & Ideas:  No report 

Safety & Security:  No report 
Nancy motioned to accept reports, seconded by 
Paula, m/c. 
 

Correspondence: Letter requesting a monetary 
donation from TVS Afterprom Committee.  
Motion to donate $50.00 by Stephanie, Nancy 
seconded m/c. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Mentioned his attendance at 
the Society of Holy Trinity Retreat in Michigan 
from Feb. 10-12.  Attended council meeting at 
Trinity.  Midweek Lenten services were 
discussed; Trinity members don’t expect Pastor 
Kevin to attend every Neighbor Night.  
However, they would like midweek services to 
begin at 7:30 pm so they can clean up from 
Neighbor Night. This segues into the first item of 

New Business in determining Lent/Holy Week 
schedule.  Pastor Kevin is planning on starting 
Confirmation classes at Trinity.  At this point, 
we don’t have any kids in middle school until 
next year. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

No Old Business 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.  Midweek Lent/Holy Week Schedule: The 
first discussion is regarding Ash Wednesday 
service time/location.  Pastor Kevin offered to 
do two separate services-one at St. John 
followed by Trinity. Council members stated 
that 6 pm would be fine for start time, which 
would allow Pastor Kevin to travel to Trinity 
for 7:30 pm service.  A round-robin format 
discussed for midweek Lent.  Council 
suggested St. John host the services on March 
4, 18, and April 1 and Trinity host on March 11 
and 25 with all services starting at 7:30 pm.  
Holy week schedule discussed-we would like 
to have separate Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday services.  Pastor Kevin will talk to 
members of Trinity’s council at their next 
monthly meeting to discuss arrangements.  We 
still have time to iron out the details since Holy 
Week isn’t until April 6. 
2.  Revised 2020 Budget 

Al mentioned that since Pastor Laura’s 
departure at the end of 2017, the yearly budget 
has mostly remained the same.  Some of the 
line items for 2020 were updated to correspond 
to Pastor Kevin’s appointment.  Paula asked 
about leaving off housing allowance as a line 
item.  Al stated that this has been accounted for 
through the “Accrued Account.”  Al motioned 
to accept the Revised 2020 Budget, Mut 
seconded m/c. 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEM 

Pastor Kevin brought up that there is an IRS 
tax deduction for Pastor’s who don’t live in a 
parsonage of $20,000.   

 
Paula motioned to adjourn the meeting, Nancy 
seconded, meeting adjourned. 

Lord’s Prayer 
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SURVEY 

 

 

1.  If St. John were to open the church this Sunday, which best describes 

your attitude toward returning to worship service at church? 
O I will return the first opportunity we have 

O I will return at the first opportunity, with social distancing guide-

lines enforced 

O I will likely wait several additional weeks before I attend. 

O It might be quite a while before I attend 

O Not sure 

 
2.  What social distancing measures would you like to see in place to make 

you feel comfortable returning? Select all that apply 
O Seating family groups six feet apart 

O Use a new method for distributing Communion 

O Use a new method for collecting offerings 

O New method for Passing the Peace 

O Wearing face masks 

O Prop doors open so people do not have to touch handles 

O Set up one-way foot traffic entering and exiting the church 

O None of these 

O Other (please specify) 

 

3.  Would you partake in Communion? 
O Yes, with safety measures in place 

O No, I do not feel it is safe at this time 

 
4.  Current recommendations are to avoid singing-Will this keep you from 

attending worship service? 
O Yes 

O No 

 

 

 

 


